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       From The Past 

  
               

*****************************************************************************************  

 1917 Southwest Harbor Freshman Class  

Front Row: Everett Rich, Malcolm Sawyer, Phil Carroll, Wendell 

Gilley, Ellwell Trundy, Ralph Worcester  

2nd Row: Elizabeth Herrick, Hope Norwood, Lizzie May Reed, 

Hilda Clark, Elizabeth Lawler, Viola Staples, Inez Carter, Esther 

Robinson  

3rd Row: Halsey Pettigrove, Maynard Closson,  Elsie Torrey, Evelyn 

Dix, Harriet Condon, Francis Wallace, Anna Robinson, Thelma 

Murphy, Margaret M. Carroll  

4th Row: Pearl Dow, Nelson Herrick, Maurice Billings  

  

Donated by Steve Herrick, formerly from Southwest Harbor, now living in  Ore-

gon,  who received this picture from Eleanor Gilley Herrick  
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Presidents Report: 

Winter in Southwest Harbor usually brings a slower lifestyle for most residents. It provides a break from the 
hectic pace routinely experienced in the warmer seasons. However, the tireless volunteers of our Historical 
Society have not slowed down this season. They have continued devoting dozens of hours in support of our 
organization. Several historical research workshops have encouraged new volunteers to become interested 
and to regularly participate. Additional neighbors have officially joined as members. More personnel have 
shown a willingness to take leadership roles on the Board of Directors. These are good trends, and reflect a 
healthy organization building a team to preserve and promote the history of Southwest Harbor and its 
neighborhoods.     

The search for an appropriate location to establish a museum, to store our records & artifacts, and present 
our programs continues. Our Directors have talked to many people, scoured the town for possible venues, 
and occasionally visited properties which looked promising. We expected it would not be easy, that good 
things often take much time to bring to fruition. We continue to methodically move forward, talk with people 
who may have knowledge of opportunities, and spread the word that we have an important goal. If any read-
ers have ideas to offer in support,  I encourage you not to hesitate - please contact us.    

A major consideration is raising enough funds necessary to purchase or lease a space, and to provide on-
going support for the proposed museum. Relying solely on annual membership payments doesn't come close 
to realizing our financial needs. We have therefore searched for ways to expand our income base.  

Our newsletter is published four times annually. We have begun canvassing for local advertisers to appear in 
our pages. Our efforts have already proven successful, as this issue demonstrates.  

Our first publication will be available this spring.  Thanks to John and Becky Burnham, the ñRecollections of 
Southwest Harbor, Maine 1885-1894ò, written by Jessie L. Parker will be available for purchase. 

 Workshops have been held to prepare our booklet on Manset / Seawall History for publication and sale in the 
near future. The workshops have grown so popular with area residents that more have been scheduled, and 
smaller separate working groups have been established to focus on specific tasks. The attendance, interest 
and enthusiasm shown at these winter workshops has far exceeded our expectations. We are sincerely grate-
ful for the efforts made and time spent on behalf of the Historical Society. There are future plans for additional 
booklets & publications, covering other areas and facets of the history of the town and to help raise dollars for 
the museum.      

We have also nearly completed a lengthy effort towards obtaining 501 (C) (3) non-profit status. All State pa-
perwork and other bureaucratic requirements have been fulfilled. We simply await confirmation of our status.  
Achieving this designation will provide significant tax incentives to potential Historical Society donors, and 
hopefully hasten our journey towards achieving enough financial support for a museum in the not-to-
distant  future. We wish to recognize local attorney Spencer  Ervin for the many hours he volunteered to as-
sist the Historical Society with completing the necessary paperwork and providing invaluable legal advice 
along the way. Our sincerest thanks, Spencer.    

Finally, I would like to personally thank those businesses who graciously agreed to become the first support-
ers of the  "Sou'west Voyage". . Your financial contributions have encouraged us to keep moving forward,  to 
increase our revenues further, and to continue publishing an improved newsletter with each succeeding issue. 
We hope our readers will reciprocate and demonstrate their appreciation for these advertisers. They deserve 
our full support.     

 

Phil Whitney President                
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From the Archive Collections Committee:  

If you have something that would help preserve the history of Southwest Harbor 

and can part with it, please let the Historical Society know:  

Mail: P.O. Box 272 Southwest Harbor, ME 04679  

Telephone: (207) 244 -9264  

E-Mail: swhhistory@yahoo.com        

            

          Rebecca Carlson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fish drying on fish flakes at the Stanley Fish Wharf in Manset 

Photo donated by Fred Pinkham 

Plans for programs for the summer season 

 

June 16th-Jessie Parker Story and Publication Release 

June 25th-Pemetic Sports Night-to coincide with the Pemetic Alumni  Reunion 

July 21st-Manset Shore 

August 18th-Early Native Americans in Southwest Harbor 

September 15th-Southwest Harbor Cemeteries 

October 20th-CCC Camps 

 

If you have any comments on theses programs please let us know 


